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Add in the VERSATILITY of  
the EXPLORER form and you  

have the perfect CHARTER vehicle



Above, from the top: Toys 
you can trust – the 31ft 

Contender; the helicopter 
beats the tender any day; 
open the garage – the fun 

starts here; a mini-sub 
means you can explore  

the undersea world.  
Top right: The main saloon 

in the sky lounge on  
the yacht’s heli-deck. 

Above right: Each of the six 
guest suites has its  

own balcony.  
Right: A bar area  

to starboard in the  
main saloon.  

Far right: Watch a movie 
from the bridge deck pool. 

ad
ve

n
t

u
re

 c
h

ar
t

er

60

SuperyACht ChArter SpeCiAl



nautical miles
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of toys are two scooters and a Smart Car. We visited Gueule Grand 
Gouffre, a huge gulf through the cliff with an arch open to the sea. 
Hiking is straightforward, and there are a series of easy-to-follow trails. 
Beaches are wide and golden, and in season French holidaymakers in 
the know come here to escape European winters.

An hour away is Îles des Saintes, a group of pretty Gallic islands that 
are small and somewhat sleepy but still chic, and with a feel perhaps 
of how St Tropez used to be. The largest of the group is Terre d’En 
Haut, where we went exploring on the motor scooters. Our first stop 
was Fort Napoleon, with its commanding view across the bay where 
Allure Shadow was at anchor. The restored fort houses a museum but 
it is the garden that most delighted us with its array of cactuses and 
– surprisingly – some enormous iguanas. Back in the pretty seaside 
town of Bourg des Saintes, the only conurbation of any size on the 
islands, we admired the picturesque houses with red roofs. The locally 
made, hand-painted silk-screened clothes make retail therapy a must.

The Îles des Saintes come under the jurisdiction of Guadeloupe, the 
next island to the north across a channel some 11 miles wide and our 
next destination. Like Dominica it has a mountainous interior and has 
much to offer those chartering in the area, but here the similarities 

end. It is still part of France and the French government have 
designated their islands as Departments of France, pumping in a 
fortune to build their infrastructure (it’s technically part of the EU). 
Post independence, the British generally told their formerly-
dependent islands to get on with life and make the best of it! Though 
sugar cane is still grown in Guadeloupe and, of course, fine rum is 
distilled, the investment from mainland France definitely helps. Pigeon 
Island, half way up Guadeloupe’s leeward side, is the location of the 
Jacques Cousteau National Park – an amazing spot if diving takes 
your fancy. Should your charter not be well equipped there are plenty 
of dive shops around; snorkellers will have plenty of fun, too, and for 
those who don’t want to get wet, there are glass-bottomed boats with 
informative commentaries in French and sometimes in English.

North of Pigeon Island is Dehais, the most northerly of the safe 
anchorages in Guadeloupe and a good place to stop if you are en route 
to Antigua (just 36 miles away). The deep fjord-like gash between the 
mountains is very difficult to spot from seaward but it is a great 
location to drop the anchor. This fishing village is just the place if you 
want to eat French seafood served Creole fashion.

From here it was back to Antigua. We had started the charter from 
Green Island, in a splendid little anchorage tucked away behind the 
reef. It was a great location to enjoy the yacht’s superb collection of 
water toys – which include an 8.5-metre Nautica catamaran hull 
landing craft with twin 300hp outboards, a 9.4-metre Contender 
centre-console tender with 250hp outboards (and equipped for 
fishing), four Waverunners, four kayaks, two Laser sailing dinghies,  
six underwater scooters, snorkel gear, a host of towable toys, and, of 
course, the waterskis and wakeboards. It’s safe to say this isn’t a  
yacht you’ll get bored on.

For our final destination we had chosen to drop anchor in Hermitage 
Bay off the very special and wonderfully accommodating hotel named 
after the location. As a destination harbour, it is a perfect choice being 
close to the customs and immigration services in either Jolly Harbour 
or the island’s capital St John’s. This meant our captain could set us 
safely ashore for our onward taxi journey to VC Bird international 
airport, and our flights back to the UK and a Christmas in the cold.  
We reflected on a great week aboard a superb vessel that is not in 
anyone’s shadow. SyW

as we headed home, we 
reflected on a great week 

aboard a superb vessel that 
is not in anyone’s shadow

Below: Allure Shadow 
anchored in Anse du  
Bourg near Îlet à Cabrit  
on Guadeloupe. 
Left: Sunset over Pigeon 
Island off Guadeloupe. 

Length 67.06m  
(220ft 1in)
Beam 12.20m  
(40ft 0in)
Speed 12 knots
Engines twin 1,830kW 
Caterpillar D399 
Cruising range 10,000 
nautical miles 
@ 10 knots
Guests 12  
Crew 13
Charter rates 
$239,000pw
Contact terry hines. 
international yacht 
Collection.  
www.iyc.com

charter facts


