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YACHTING HERITAGE

By: Frances and Michael Howorth

THE WORLD’S MOST
HISTORIC SUPERYACHT
Commissioned by Detroit automotive giant Horace Dodge and built at the city’s Great Lakes Engineering Works,
SS Delphine is an icon of the USA’s yacht building heritage. Despite having survived a fire, sinking, service in World
War II and many abortive mismanaged ownership schemes, the yacht has also enjoyed many heydays in almost a
century since launching. Currently offered for sale, we trace the story of this important piece of America’s heritage
as she awaits the next chapter to be written…
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SS DELPHINE

TIMELINE

> SPECIFICATIONS
BUILDER: GREAT LAKES

GENERATORS: 2 X MTU V8, EACH 250 KW,

ENGINEERING WORKS, RIVER ROUGE, DETROIT

STAMFORD HCM 534C1 446 KW

INTERIOR ARCHITECT: TIFFANY 1921

ELECTRICITY: 440V/220/60 HZ

L.O.A: 257.8’ (78.5M)

SHORE POWER: 125 KVA

BEAM: 35.4’ (10.82M)

BOWTHRUSTER: HOLLAND ROER

DRAFT: 22’ (4.60M)

STERNTHRUSTER: HOLLAND ROER WITH AZIPOD SYSTEM

ENGINES: QUADRUPLE STEAM

HYDRAULICS: 1X GANGWAY ON MAIN DECK AFT

EXPANSION ENGINE, 2 X 1,500 BHP

AIR CONDITIONING: 1X NOVENCO SYSTEM

HOURS: 600 (SINCE REFIT IN 2003)

1918 Horace Dodge signs a contract with
Henry John Gielow from New York to
design Delphine.

WATER MAKER: 1X ENWA REVERSE OSMOSIS, 35TON/ DAY

FUEL: 66,500 US GAL (252,000L)

WATER SYSTEM: 1X HYDROPHOR SYSTEM W/ 4.5 BAR

FRESH WATER: 13,300 US-GAL (50,000L)
LUBE OIL: 400 US-GAL (1,500L)

FUEL CENTRIFUGE: ALFA LAVAL

DIRTY OIL: 400 US-GAL (1,500L)

ACCOMM: 26 GUESTS (2X VIP, 9X DOUBLE, 1X FOUR BUNK)

GREY/BLACK WATER: 790 US-GAL (3,000L)

CREW: 30 (6X 4-BERTH, 2X 2-BERTH, CPT AND ENG.)

By any measure used, the classic yacht
Delphine must be described as extraordinary.
Built in a time when society ruled who owned
what, and where and when it was to be seen,
the yacht was built for the US automobile
magnate Horace Dodge who was anything but
high society. In a time when old money
funded the superyachts of the day, no one really accepted that the
upstart son of a foundry owner could aspire to the world of luxury
afforded by such a magnificent vessel.
Horace Elgin Dodge was born in Niles, Michigan during May 1868
and was the younger of two sons. He and his brother John were
quite inseparable as children and jointly became manufacturing
pioneers as adults. They started their working life as boilermakers,
went onto become machinists and by 1901 had set up the Dodge
Brothers Company, a corporation that would, in time become
Dodge Automobiles. While brother John was good at sales and
marketing, Horace loved nothing more than getting his hands dirty.
They made money, building transmissions for Oldsmobiles, taking
and later selling, shares in the Ford Motor company while building
their own brand of motorcars. Despite their wealth and growing
influence in business the brothers’ crude manners and frequently
aggressive attitude made them socially unacceptable to many of
the elitists of Detroit.
The Dodge brothers had been keen on boating for some time, with
speed and flashy aesthetics driving their choice of craft. It was not
until after the First World War that Horace turned his thoughts
towards building what is today the finest steam driven superyacht
in the world. Bored with his succession of fast launches all named
Hornet, he moved onto build the 180’ Nokomis II in 1914 at the
Pusey and Jones Shipyard in Wilmington, DE. Three years later,
her 243’ successor was built. As an engineer Horace Dodge became
personally involved in each new project, but never more so than
with the design and construction of Delphine a yacht he named
after his daughter. For her build he designed and oversaw the
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The Dodge brothers, Horace and John,
founded the Detroit automotive
company. Sadly, neither lived to see the
yacht Horace commissioned launched.

2 February 1921 The 2 Quadruple Steam
Expansion Engine designed by Horace
Dodge delivered to Great Lakes
Engineering works. These must have been
installed between April and May when
first sea trials were held.

Delphine prior to her launching at the Great Lakes
Engineering Works in River Rouge, Detroit.
construction of two quadruple steam expansion engines, this was at a time when
most of the steam engines built were of the triple expansion type. Each of Dodge’s
engines was capable of producing 1,500hp. Delphine could reach a speed of 15-knots
with her engines turning approximately 150rpm, powered by three American
Babcock and Wilcox boilers creating the required pressure of 250psi. Those very
same engines, albeit with new boilers, form part of the very same power plant that
today still pushes the yacht along at 11-knots.
Delphine was built at the Great Lakes Engineering Works in Ecorse, Michigan during
1920 at a cost of $20-million. At 257.8’ overall, with a displacement of 1,342 tons, she
was launched in 1921 and remains today amongst the largest yachts ever built in the
US. Her Tiffany designed interior was lavish, the formal dining room located on the
main deck, was filled with decorations, carvings, wall motifs and the finest of carpets.
A special feature was the concave dome in the center of the ceiling encircled with
lights. Seating was divided restaurant style across several tables, accommodating 20
guests to offer a more intimate dining experience. The Music Lounge, the largest of
the many salons on board, was aptly named because of the jet-black Steinway piano
housed in the corner and a piped Aeolian organ. In the 1920’s smoking was not
permitted in the dining room so after dinner ladies retired to heavily draped Card
Room whose entrance was flanked by two massive Corinthian columns. There they
would share coffee and gossip while the gentlemen secluded themselves inside the
smoking room located on the forward section of the Promenade deck. Once
ensconced, the males would smoke Havanas, while enjoying after dinner libations,
sipping brandy and talking business. On the other side of the music room and off the
mid ship entrance was the master stateroom showcasing a modern Victorian style.
The suite amenities included his-and-hers dressing rooms and a large en-suite, with
separate dressing rooms and a large area, with separate shower, decorated in onyx
and marble. A second VIP suite similar in style, with the then fashionable Crotch
Mahogany paneling, was also on the main deck. In true passenger liner style it
boasted its own with direct access to the outside deck. The other eight guest suites
were located on the lower deck, but nevertheless lacked for nothing when it came to
comfort and décor. All the marble en-suite bathrooms were fully equipped to what
would now be described as 5-star standard.
Somewhat bizarrely and rather tragically, Dodge never got to enjoy the luxury he had
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2 April 1921 The Largest American Steam
Ship, Delphine was launched at the Great
Lakes Engineering Works. US register
number 221218. Built under Lloyds rules.
May 1921 Sea trials.
21 September 1926 Around 10.45 pm, the
Vessel caught fire and at 1.15 am, the crew
is evacuated. In sight of the 95th Street
Pier in New York.
16 December 1926 Delphine is salvaged
and dry docked at the James Shewan &
Sons shipyard in Brooklyn, 26th Street NY.
Changes were made to exterior
appearance and interior design. Now
more influenced by 17/18th century
French design rather than the late 1920’s
15 June 1927, rebuilding of
Delphine was finished.
9 May 1927 Anna Dodge and her second
husband Hugh Dillman are now listed as
co owners of Delphine.

SS DELPHINE

with so many big yachts around this time, Delphine fell onto hard times after the war
years. Records show that by 1955 she was almost complete ‘laid up’, laying alongside
a privately owned wharf on Lake St. Clair, close by the Dodge family home. There the
crew of three sat, smoked cigarettes and fought the loosing battle against corrosion
and financial neglect.
Donated to charity in 1967, the ‘People to People Health Foundation’ kept her for a
year before raising funds by selling her onto the Lundeberg Maryland Seamanship
School in 1968. In a fit of national pride they gave her back her navy name of
Dauntless. For the next 20 years she was to serve as a training ship for merchant
seamen. Her next, in a sorry line of sadly ill informed but ever hopeful owners, was a
company based in New York. Buying her in 1986 they had grand plans of restoring her
as Delphine but, realizing their folly of doing so without funds, abandoned her three
years later. This casual act led to her acquisition by a cruise line known as Sea Sun
Cruises, a Singapore based consortium who relied on French backers for funding. It
was their intention to sail her to Singapore and rebuild her there. Indeed they made it
a good way across the world, taking Delphine across the Atlantic on her own bottom.
It was to be her one and only trans-Atlantic voyage to date.
But Malta proved to be as far East as she got on that occasion. Perhaps it was the
experiences of taking a tired old lady in poor repair across the Atlantic that finished
them off. Whatever the reason, it was in Valetta that the plan to sail her through Suez
onto Singapore was dropped and once again Delphine was left to languish in a
backwater, allowing decay to continue its relentless endeavors. The French backers for
the project arranged for her to be brought from Malta to Marseilles, a haven she
eventually entered in 1993. Yet another rejuvenation plan was hatched but four years
later it, like all the others beforehand, had come to nothing. And so it was in 1997 that
the man who was to ultimately save Delphine from self destruction arrived on the

TIMELINE

January 1942 After the attack on Pearl
Harbor by Japan, the United States
requisitions Delphine at the Great Lakes
Engineering Works. The Vessel
underwent a huge conversion into an
auxiliary for the Atlantic Fleet. 2 x 3” anti
aircraft guns and four further anti-aircraft
guns were installed
10 June 1946 Delphine
transferred to the Federal Maritime
Commission for disposal.
17 June 1946 Anna Dodge buys
Delphine back and was registered
with homeport Detroit.

The music room, with watertight doors below,
during Delphine's extensive refit that commenced in 1997.
created. He and his elder brother both died before the yacht ever
took to the water. John, the eldest of the two, contracted Spanish flu
in December 1919 and died a month later. Horace then died in
December of the same year having contracted the same Spanish
flu, which in turn gave rise to complications resulting in catching
pneumonia and suffering cirrhosis of the liver. He was just 52 years
old at the time of his death.
Tragedy aside, the yacht was enjoyed for a time by the family,
mainly in the Great Lakes area, but occasionally she ventured out
into the Atlantic Ocean. It has been recorded that she was the
largest yacht ever to pass through the locks on the Welland canal
and into the Saint Lawrence River, in the 1920’s. Crewed by a staff
of 55, this palatial yacht was used mainly by the family for hosting
lavish cocktail parties, presided over by Dodge’s daughter after
who the yacht had originally been named. She was also used for
watching speedboat races in which Horace Junior, son of Horace
Snr., was a frequent participant.
In 1926, just five years after her launch, Delphine caught fire in New
York. Despite, or perhaps because of, the efforts to save her by the
New York Fire Department who pumped so much water into her in
a bid to quell the blaze, she sank. Fortunately a year earlier, the
widows of both Horace and John had sold their inherited
automobile business to Dillon Read investment bankers for $146million. This meant that Dodge pockets were, as a result,
fortunately deeper than the water that engulfed her, so Anna
Dodge, the widow of Horace, was on hand to fund the five year

The dramatic moment that Delphine
first hit the water... eye witnesses
said she rolled violently back and
forth several times before settling.

recovery and rebuild process. Delphine next hit the headlines in
1940 when she reportedly steamed at full speed over rocks in the
Great Lakes. There are several reports of her sinking at that time
but subsequent research has proved those to be unfounded.
War had been raging across Europe for years when America was
rudely shown the horrid reality of a second world war. Tonnage of
every description was drafted into war service and Delphine was no
exception. Purchased by the US Navy she was pressed into duty as
USS Dauntless PG61. Stripped of her lavish interior furnishings,
which were thoughtfully placed into safe shore-side storage, she
became the flagship of Admiral Ernest King, Commander in Chief
of the U.S. Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations. Legend has it, that
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Molatov and
Winston Churchill famously enjoyed the hospitality of yacht and it
is said that the Yalta Treaty was drawn up in the vessel’s ornate
smoking room.
With the war over, Anna Dodge was offered the opportunity to buy
her lovely yacht back again. After a full money-no-object refit only
nine hash-marks carved into the woodwork and the navy siren
remained as a reminder of her wartime duty. But, as was the case
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Spring 1949 The French decorator Hito is
contracted to redesign Delphine’s interior.
Todd’s Shipyard Corporation executed the
drawings and the work. All the pre war
furniture removed from storage and
placed back into the interior. The yacht
was restored back to her 1927 original
condition as much as possible.
1996 Delphine donated to charity
1 April 1967 The Lundeberg Maryland
Seamanship School Inc. acquires
Delphine and rescues her from the scrap
yard. The yacht remains the property of
the Lundeberg School until 1989.
She is renamed Dauntless again
and used as a training ship.
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Fully and faithfully restored to
her original glory, Delphine is
one of the most important and
iconic yachts ever built in the
USA. Subtly incorporated into
her charming classic design
post-refit are modern
appliances and systems.

TIMELINE
10 October 1986 Dauntless sold by Harry
Lundeberg Maryland Seamanship School
to Delphine Shipping Corporation based
in Panama. Delphine Shipping was a New
York company ( aka Travel Dynamics )
with the Greek George Papagapitos from
Rhodes listed as proprietor.
1989 Sea Sun Cruises buys the yacht from
Travel Dynamics and her name is
Delphine again. Sea Sun Cruises a French
Group based in the Reunion Island. The
group planed to cruise her locally with 25
guests on board.

The Smoking Room (during and after refit), where male guests would retire
for cigars and cognac while their partners gossiped in the Card Room.
scene. A European businessman whose fortune had been made from the world’s
proclivity for denim, he fell in love with the concept of recreating an historic yacht that
he could enjoy rebuilding and sailing. Even in those early stages of consideration he
talked of placing her into the charter market alongside the likes of Velsheda, Shamrock
V and Endeavour. That same year, she was towed to Bruges, in Belgium, where she
spent the next five years benefitting from a full restorative rebuild. Perhaps one of the
most interesting facts to emerge in this whole story is that during, and even
immediately after, her purchase the yachts new owner knew very little about what it
was he had purchased. It was only as renovation was discussed did her extraordinary
history come to light. A well respected and accomplished art historian has written a
detailed and lavishly illustrated book chronicling the ups and downs of Horace
Dodge’s steam yacht. In its 320-pages she searches out the history of the yacht in
great detail, paying much attention to recounting how many hours of research went
into restoring the yacht to as she was when launched. The fire of 1926 had lost the
original interior and the rebuild that followed, replaced what was lost, with different

1990 Delphine sails out of US water for
the first time ever. However, plans
changed and the yacht never went
to Africa, instead she sailed to Gibraltar
then to Spain and finally Malta, arriving
1st March 1991.
1993 The Groupe Georges Michel
acquires the yacht and on 29 December
1993 she arrives in Marseille.
May 1997 Present owner buys Delphine
and begins the biggest restoration project
ever on a Steam Ship of this size. Name
changed to SS Delphine Reflagged with
Portuguese ensign

August 2003 SS Delphine
sails to the Mediterranean
2004 – 2008 in service as charter yacht
2009 SS Delphine out of service
2010 Laid up in Tunisia.
Actively placed on market for sale
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fabrics and designs. Over the six year refit period her new Belgian
owners invested over 35-million euros ($47-million) bringing Delphine
back to the glory days of the Roaring Twenties, complete with six-person
Turkish bath and the hairdressing salon. No stone was left unturned in
the quest for accuracy, museums archives where scoured for original
blueprints to ensure that the engineering and architectural refit
precisely matched the original design.
It could have gone terribly wrong and the historic yacht could have
been lost forever had the family not fallen so in love with the idea of a
full restoration. In the early days of the task there was talk of removing
her old fashioned steam engines and replacing them with smaller more
modern diesel units. Fortunately common sense and a consciousness of
what could be lost by such an act prevailed and despite the expense the
owner decided to push forward with the complete rebuild of the original
engines. With a nod to modern day maneuverability constraints, he
agreed to the fitting of powerful bow and stern thrusters. Steam
engines do not lend well to the start-stop of docking and so he wisely
chose a powerful hydraulically driven stern thruster pod that could
swivel 360-degrees and provide full in harbor maneuverability.
An even more tricky decision was to follow. With the yacht having had
two interiors in her early life, which would the new owners choose to
recreate? The Tiffany interior as launched, or the French inspired décor
installed later by Anna Dodge after the fire and sinking of 1926? In the
end they opted for the warmer richer décor of 1920 and chose to ensure
the yacht’s interior bulkheads were replaced to the ‘as built’ status. The
job was made easier by the existence of many fine, well-preserved
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ALMOST
$50-MILLION WAS
INVESTED DURING
THE SIX-YEAR REFIT
TO BRING DELPHINE
BACK TO HER
GLORY DAYS OF
THE ROARING
TWENTIES...

SS DELPHINE

The Owner's suite where fine art conceals a
flatscreen TV. Designed to carry 26-guests Delphine
is classified as a passenger ship and complies with
SOLAS and MARPOL requirements.

blueprints and documents that were used by her original builders.
Clearly some parts of the ship had to be upgraded with modern day
equipment and advances in technology made it a stupid concept
not to install the most modern of fridges and freezers for the galley
or the installation of a desalination plant to provide fresh water.
Clearly these items require electricity and the latest in generator
technology was installed to give the ship the power she needed in
todays electric-hungry world. It was at this stage that the decision
was made to alter the orlop deck by removing a huge unwanted
storage area and create a spa, complete with Turkish bath, sauna,
gymnasium and even a small hairdressing salon. Pine decking on
the upper decks were found to beyond salvation and were replaced
with teak, but the original teak on the main deck was of such high
quality and in such good repair that it was kept in place. Much of

FROM HOSTING
ROYALTY TO RACING
DRIVERS, BONO TO A
STARRING ROLE IN THE
BROTHERS BLOOM
MOVIE, DELPHINE HAS
PLAYED A ROLE IN
HIGH SOCIETY FOR
ALMOST A CENTURY...

the structure of the yacht was rotten and corroded and was replaced.
Old fashioned machinery that was both weighty and space
consuming was removed. Such a process saw a single washing
machine weighing two tons removed and replaced by a bank of
modern day washer driers. During the same process her shaft line
was modified to allow for the modern day practice of drawing shafts
every five years for class surveys. Unlike yachts carrying 12-guests,
that are classified as cargo ships, Delphine was designed to carry 26
guests and as such, would be classified as a passenger ship. This
meant she had to comply with the SOLAS Convention and the full
requirements of MARPOL. To oversee this the engineer Antoine
Wille was placed in overall charge of implementation. His
background was impeccably perfect for the job and, with the build
of passenger carrying sailing ships Star Clipper and Star Flyer on
his resume, he was the perfect candidate for the job. Other changes
were made to the yacht to bring her more in line with the modern
day charter yacht too; a bar and Jacuzzi were installed on the
uppermost deck and the yacht’s name was changed. In a desire to
give her steam yacht status a permanent presence she was renamed
SS Delphine and her port of registry recorded as Madeira, a
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Portuguese territory. Her interior was rebuilt in a style that befits a
grand dame of the early 20th century but modern day comforts
have not been forgotten. They are instead merely hidden away from
the first glance. As a result window drapes can be electrically
controlled, lighting subtly altered using hand held devices and
televisions are hidden from view through being disguised as
antique paintings more in keeping with the yachts décor. Modern
mattresses make for soft and comfortable bedding and rich linens
and soft furnishings add to the opulence that is so very 1920. All
guest cabins have flat screen televisions, DVD players, Pioneer
music systems, safes, minibars, and all are interconnected by
telephones to throughout the yacht.
By August 2003 SS Delphine was finally ready to leave Northern
Europe and head for warmer climes. With a full ISM system in
place and a crew of classic yacht enthusiasts she steamed south.
Calling at Brest, Lisbon, Palma de Mallorca and Marseille she
arrived in her new homeport of Monaco on September 9th 2003.
The day after her arrival in the principality, Princess Stéphanie of
Monaco was welcomed on board for a short rededication
ceremony and SS Delphine entered into her into her new life as a
charter yacht. She spent the winter of 2003-2004 inside the harbor
at Monaco preparing for the summer season. During which she
was seen cruising the waters of Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia and the
islands of Hyeres. Each winter saw her moored in Monaco but in
the six summers that followed her rebirth, she was ever popular and
in constant demand pulling crowds of spectators to see her in every
port she visited. She was to play host to the wedding of Alexander
Dodge (grandchild of Horace Dodge Junior) along with other
several society weddings, and family charters. Prince Albert of
Monaco and his then fiancé Charlène, along with Prince Hendri of
Denmark, were among the Royal guests to enjoy hospitality on
board, as was Bono of U2. She was a fixture at the local Formula 1
Grand prix events and Monaco Classic Week with drivers the likes
of Hakkinen, Montoya and world champion Kimmi Raikonen of
Finland all visiting the yacht. In 2007 she sailed to Montenegro to
take a starring role in the Hollywood production of the movie The
Brothers Bloom starring Rachel Weisz and Adrian Brody.
The financial crisis that engulfed the world proved too much for the
owners of the revitalized yacht however, not because she was
uneconomical, but because she was perceived to be by her wouldbe charterers. In fact the complete opposite is probably true in
terms of running cost. Where the typical 260’ (80m) motor yacht
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The owner's en-suite
The Delphine suite

CAN HE SAVE HER?
SS DELPHINE

Peter de Savary

The Delphine Salon

burns 250-gallons an hour, SS Delphine burns just 66-gallons on a
long journey and a little under twice that on a short hop. Her steam
engines have proven to be every bit as reliable and have the same
reaction time as modern diesel engines, and they do so without all
the noise and vibrations associated with the motor ship. By todays
standards the steam engines are very environmentally friendly.
Twin propellers, each 6’ tall, are powered using 5,200-gallons
(20,000L) of water converted into superheated vapor pressure
using diesel gasoil. This 19th-century steam driven technology not
only cuts costs, but it also leaves a significantly lower pollution
signature than the modern motor powered superyacht.
With charters drying up the owners decided to lay the yacht up
and did so professionally, mothballing her inside the safe haven of
Port Yasmine, Hammamet a 700-berth marina on the
Mediterranean coast of Tunisia. There Delphine still resides as she
awaits a new owner and handling the sale on behalf of the owners
is Joost Goverts, a Director of Northrop and Johnson Spain, whose
office is in Palma de Mallorca. Commercially registered and at an
asking price of $39-million the vessel is offered on the
understanding that the seller will provide the required SOLAS
classified passenger ship safety certificate fully updated, together
with all Class surveys and certificates in order under Madeira
commercial regulations and Rinave Class requirements.
Besides her beauty and comfort S.S. Delphine can still boast being
the largest active steam-driven yacht in existence. In 1921 she
represented the height of technology, today she stands as living
proof of how far yachting has come and at the same time, how little
has really changed. All that remains now is for a new owner to be
found. One who can love and cherish her for the next 80 or 90years of her extra ordinary life.

Deck Bar
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Laid up in Port Yasmine, Hammamet a 700berth marina on the Mediterranean coast of
Tunisia, the graceful steam yacht looks
somewhat forlorn. Desperately seeking a
buyer she looks sadly out of place in the
North African port as would be suitors walk
the long breakwater to view her. The
knowledgeable and accomplished serial
superyacht owner, Peter de Savary is just
one of those who has viewed the classic
yacht. He and a group of like minded
seafaring souls are considering the
opportunity to put together a consortium of
history loving investors with a view to
purchasing her saving her for posterity and
enjoying the use of her in the process
As an international entrepreneur,
philanthropist and yachtsman, de Savary
knows and understands the superyacht

industry well and has proved to be
somewhat visionary in the business
surrounding it. He has participated in
seventeen Admirals Cup races, and led
Victory, the British team for the
America’s Cup Challenge, in 1980 and
again 1983. It was his desire to make use
of dormant dry docks he owned in
Falmouth England that encouraged what
is now the Pendennis Shipyard to flourish
in the early years of its development and
become the significant force it is now. He
was once the owner of the 165 foot
Kalizma a yacht built in 1906 that he
purchased from Richard Burton and his
then wife Elizabeth Taylor in 1983. She
became the flagship of the Royal
Burnham Yacht Club from where he led
the British team for the America’s Cup
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Challenge. He recalls using the yacht
during the racing off Newport in Rhode
Island and described her as the nerve
center of his campaign. “I used to have
meetings with the race boat crew every
day on deck and it was while we were
doing that that His Royal Highness
Prince Andrew stayed on board for five
days lending his support to the British
Challenge.”
His extraordinary collection of classic
yachts has included such beauties as: the
Herreshoff designed Vagrant dating from
1913, a Fairey Swordsman he named
Charleston, the former Chieftan a tug
that he rebuilt as St Eval, the 60-foot
Norwegian rescue ship he renovated to
become the motoryacht Fredrikstad and
the ill fated Land’s End.
If anyone knows and understands classic
yachts the likes of Delphine it is de
Savary who has said of her, “Delphine
represents the fascinating period of
yachting history; great statesmen on
board, naval use, legendary families and
guests all played a part in this
magnificent yacht’s story. Her propulsion
by steam is worthy of museum category
and her beautiful interior and promenade
decks are reminiscent of a bygone era;
Hercule Poirot, Orient Express and, of
course, Agatha Christie. I hope I can play
a part in bringing this yacht back into
service with romance and adventure.
Delphine is certainly a very unique
opportunity.” I

