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here’s an ineluctable magic to waking 
up aboard a fine sailing yacht in a 

memorable location. Life just doesn’t 
get any better than lying in bed listening 

to the Caribbean sea lap against the hull 
of Tenacious, a beautiful 35-metre sloop 
built to the designs of Ted Hood and 

Andrew Winch. We are at anchor off Jost Van Dyke, one 
link in the chain of the British Virgin Islands. With a low 
morning sun outside and the soothing sound of the sea, 
it is tempting to linger in the supremely comfortable 
master stateroom but, with private access to the aft 
deck we are soon outside enjoying the energising sea 
air. It’s still early but the air is already warm; the day is 
shaping up nicely. Soon, Captain Duncan Hipkin and his 
young and enthusiastic crew are buzzing about 
attentively. There’s a spring in their step and they 
bubble with enthusiasm as they go about their tasks. 

We sailed here the previous evening from Soper’s 
Hole at the western end of Tortola, where we boarded 
Tenacious. Lisa, our wonderful chef, cooked us a 
barbecue steak dinner, served impeccably in the yacht’s 
capacious cockpit. With shaded seating for eight at two 
tables this is the perfect place for a meal. 

A breakfast of fresh fruit and fabulous pastries sets 
us up for the morning’s activity, a hike across the island 
to the ‘bubbly pools’ on the north coast. We begin our 
trek at Foxy’s Taboo, a bar right down on the shoreline in 
Diamond Cay. Duncan leads the way on an easy walk 
along the beach, past the mangrove trees. Going over 
the hill, through a copse of machineel, we come to a 
U-shaped pool. Here, when the conditions are right, the 
Atlantic swell crashes through the small gaps in the 
rock, bubbling and frothing into a creamy lather of 
frenzied sea water.

After a lazy afternoon, we up anchor and with all sails 
set we are soon creaming along at a steady nine knots, 
our powerful wake carving a broad white trail across the 
deep blue water. We are bound for Norman Island and 
an anchorage called the Bight. Often referred to as 
Treasure Island, Norman Island was mentioned in a 
letter written in 1750 as being the location of buried 
treasure that had been taken from the Spanish galleon 
Nuestra Señora. 

“Fancy a drink ashore before dinner?” asks Duncan. 
He recommends we try either the Willy T – a 28-metre 
replica of a topsail schooner and now a floating bar and 
restaurant at anchor in the bay – or Pirates Bight at the 
top of the sandy bay where we can sup a real Caribbean 
rum punch. We choose the latter, but only after we have 
been for an energetic walk across the island. There are 
no cars on the island and, save for the bar on the beach, 
no buildings either.

We dine on Tenacious’s foredeck on casual, 
cushioned seating under a generous awning. This 
daytime sun-trap is transformed into an alfresco dining 
area for eight guests with a portable table. It is early to 
bed and early to rise in the Caribbean – the mornings 
out here are too good to waste sleeping. 

One of the greatest joys of sailing in the BVIs is the 
ability to jump over the side in most anchorages, sink 
below the surface, and then with nothing more than a 
snorkel, mask and a pair of fins, watch in awe as a whole 
new world unfolds. And one of the most enjoyable 
delights of sailing aboard a yacht like Tenacious is being 
spoiled rotten by her ever-attentive crew, who watch 
over us while we swim and stand by with white fluffy 
towels for the moment we step out of the water.

The crystal-clear and warm waters round our yacht 
at Norman Island are perfect for an early-morning dip. 

T Previous pages: Green  
Cay off Jost Van Dyke  
Below: Tenacious sailing 
upwind in the Sir Francis 
Drake Channel.
Below: Duncan, the  
captain, and his partner 
chief stewardess Lisa.
Bottom: Tortola.

We’re creaming along, our 
PoWerful wake carving a white 
trail across the deeP blue water
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I saw TURTLES, huge 
LOBSTERS, grouper and many 

more BEAUTIFUL fish
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Charter facts

One of the JOYS of sailing aboard 
Tenacious is being SPOILED rotten  

by her ATTENTIVE crew

SYW


