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 Charlotteville is an unspoilt fishing village 
set at the head of Man of War Bay.  Clusters 
of local fishing boats called Pirogues bob at 
anchor their twin out rigging poles looking 
like the feelers for some prehistoric lobsters.  
Ashore seine nets hang from the Machaneel 
trees to dry.  More than 60% of the Islands catch 
comes through Charlotteville and it frequently 
plays host to fishing competitions.  Here the 
prizes go to Wahoo, Mahi Mahi and King Fish.  
Blue Marlin are game fish much in demand and 
there are frequent landings of fish in excess of 
350 lbs.  
 Tobago is an island to enjoy natural beauty 
and the anchorage of Man of War Bay is a favor-
ite spot.  As dusk falls, relax, watch glow worms 
with an aperitif, listening to the parrots in the 
rainforest that come to the waters edge.  It is 
from this bay that we dive on the Sisters, a line 
of five rock pinnacles rising out of the water 
just one and half miles off the coast south of 

Man of War Bay.  The impressive spires plunge 
down to about 120 feet and offer a multitude of 
dive combinations depending upon personal 
skills and sea conditions.  Underwater rocks 
are encrusted with a low-profile reef growth 
of flattened brain and star coral formations, 
and a maze of canyons with alpine like slopes.  
Mantas Rays, not as common as they were a 
few years ago, are still around and this is a site 
where they you may see them.  This is a dive 
that repays keeping a good lookout in all direc-
tions: look up to get a feel for the enormity of 
the landscape, look around to spot mantas, 
eagle rays, barracudas and shark and of course 
down at the reef for the rich fish life, eels and 
occasionally a turtle or two. 
 Leaving the peaceful anchorage of Pirates 
bay we sail around the northern tip of the 
island passing St Giles island and the fabulous 
rock whose arch resembles and therefore is 
named after London Bridge.  We enter the 
bay at Speyside through the narrow channel 
between Goat Island and the main island.  Here 
stands a solitary house said to be were Ian 
Flemming the author created his character 
James Bond.  Whilst seeking inspiration for 
a name of his super hero he came across the 
Caribbean Book of Birds authored by a James 
Bond and his hunt for a name was over.  The 
book remains today the definitive work on 
birdlife in the area.  Twitchers or bird spotters 
come from around the globe to visit Goat Island 
because it is a wildlife sanctuary on an island 
that sees more varieties of brids than the entire 
continental block of North America.  
 We have come to Speyside to dive for it 
is here in this north east corner of the island 
where some of the best diving can be found.  
There are those who rate the sites here as 
some of the finest in the world.  Certainly if 
there names are anything to go by they all have 
an exciting and somewhat daunting appeal.  
The names rattle off the tongue of our dive 
master as he gives us our briefing.  We will 
visit most if not all of them before we leave 
and are excited to learn about Caliston Drain, 
Superman’s Flight, Japanese Garden and the 
Washing Machine to name but a few.  At times, 
the effluence from the Orinoco River is, brought 
to Tobago by the Guyana Current, and may 
adversely affect underwater visibility in Tobago.  
However, it is these same nutrients that provide 
sustenance to the reefs, giving a wonderful vari-
ety of healthy coral, invertebrate and fish life.  
Diving here can be extremely exciting with wild 
drift dives and Japanese Gardens is a perfect 
example.  Sometimes this site offers a gentle 
drift with plenty to see, while at spring tides, it 
can be a very different wild and thrilling experi-
ence. Whatever the time of month Japanese 
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Gardens offers a very rewarding dive.  The dive 
starts at one end of Goat Island swimming over 
a reef covered with corals and sponges, swarm-
ing with sea life, that makes it easy to imagine 
an oriental garden and explains the name of 
this dive.  As the current picks up it is important 
to stay close to reef and secure any loose gear.  
The exciting turn at a depth of 45 feet leads you 
through a rock passage at high speed, hold your 
arms out in front like superman and enjoy the 
closest you will get to flying under water.  
 The voyage back to Scarborough is along 
the windward side of the island and there are 
times when the Atlantic ocean can demon-
strate its strength here, but our passage is one 
of peaceful serenity and we motor southwards 
towards our destination port.  It is not goodbye 
to Tobago just yet however.  The tiny island 
still has more to offer the inquisitive traveller 
and even those who enjoy vacations on yachts 
have been known to venture in land occasion-
ally.  Here the opportunity is full of rewards for 
Tobago has a rainforest that is easily accessible 
and equally delightful.  The Caribbean basin 
boasts a fair few rainforests.  Tobago’s tropical 
rainforest is unique, it has been protected by 
law since 1776 and is the oldest such protected 
forest on planet earth.  In order to truly under-
stand it and enjoy the experience of walking 
through to discover what is on offer, it often 
pays to don a stout pair of rubber boots, arm 
your self with an umbrella and join a tour lead 
by a knowledgeable guide.  If he has a fund of 
witty anecdotes and experiences with which he 
can engage the visitor then so much the bet-
ter.  David Rooks, a lifelong ornithologist and 
naturalist with 30 years experience is one such 
fellow.  He is perhaps the most experienced 
and knowledgeable bird and nature guide for 
birdwatchers and naturalists visiting the island 
of Tobago in the southern Caribbean Sea.  Four 
times elected President of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Field Naturalist Club, a prolific speaker 

and author of nature articles it has been said of 
him that “you can learn more in a morning in 
his company than is possible through any other 
source.”  So wide is his subject knowledge, that 
he was engaged by the BBC Natural History 
Unit during the filming in Tobago of Sir David 
Attenborough’s “Trials of Life” and “Vampires, 
Devilbirds and Spirits, the Calypso Isles.”  He 
now lives and works in Charlotteville at the 
edge of Tobago’s Main Ridge Forest Reserve.  
His sightseeing tours can be structured to meet 
individual desires and he continues to lead 
regular groups of nature and bird lovers on 
tours of Tobago taking in the rainforest, The 
off-shore island sanctuaries and the mangrove 
swamps and marshes.  Those with a love of 
turtles should visit Tobago in April/May and be 
prepared to stay up all night watching the truly 
magical experience of witnessing Leatherback 
Turtles laying eggs on the beach. YVC
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Information

Peter Hughes Diving, Inc
5723 NW 158th Street
Miami Lakes, 
FL 33014
United States of America
Contact:
Sue Hamilton
Vice President Sales and Marketing
Tel: +1 (305) 669-9391
Fax: +1 (305) 669-9475
E Mail: sue@peterhughes.com
Web: http://www.peterhughes.com/

Bird watching trips to Buccoo Swamp 
and Grafton Bird Sanctuary. Duration 3 
hours. Price US $50. Per person Min. 2 
persons 
One day Rain Forest Tour or Bird 
Watching at various locations. 
Price US $55. Per person
Contact:
David Rooks
PO Box 348,
Scarborough, Tobago
Email: rookstobago@yahoo.com
Mobile: +1 868 756 8594
Phone: +1  868 660 6168 after 2200 
Hours (GMT)
Fax: +1 868 660 4328

Trinidad & Tobago Tourist Office
c/o  The RMR Group Inc
Taurus House
512 Duplex Avenue
M4R 2E3
Toronto
Canada
Tel +1 888 535 5617 toll free
Tel +1 416 485 8724
Fax +1 416 485 8256
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Association of Tobago Dive Operators
www.tobagoscubadiving.com
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