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THE TALL SHIPS Youth Trust has engaged 
Berthon of Lymington to sell the 60m Tall 
Ship Stavros S Niarchos. Built 2000, she 
represents a great opportunity for her 
new owners to continue to change lives in 
either a sail training role or for commercial 
or pleasure use. Her rugged and capable 
build enables her to operate safely and 
effectively in either high or low latitude 
waters and she is sold with full coding for 
commercial or private use. 

To replace her today would cost around 
£20m.  This exceptional tall ship is currently 
operating from the Canaries, viewing can 
be arranged by prior appointment. She 
offers Tall Ship ownership at the highest 
level and is only now available as The 
Tall Ships Youth Trust are selling her to 
focus on other smaller group work with 
disadvantaged and disabled young people. 

Three thousand people 
gathered at the CRN 
Shipyard in Ancona, 
Italy on Saturday 

morning to celebrate the 
launching of Chopi Chopi 
which, at a 80 metres, is the 
largest yacht ever built by the 
company.

Guests at the launch included 
institutional representatives, 
VIPs, the shipyard’s employees, 
and the entire management of 
the Ferretti Group. Considering 
the significance to the local 
community, the shipyard 
gates, unusually, were opened 
to the public, with hundreds of 
local people welcomed to join 
the festivities.

Valued at over 80 million 
euros, the yacht required 
approximately 660,000 
working hours, employing 
many local suppliers. She is 
a grand showcase of Italian 
extravagance and quality, 
having been fully constructed 
in Ancona and designed by 
two Italian architectural firms: 
Studio Zuccon International 
Project, designers of the 
interior and exterior layout, and 
Studio Laura Sessa Romboli, 

who is now completing the 
interior furniture and decor.

The launch ceremony was 
attended by CRN’s Chairman 
and CEO, Lamberto Tacoli, 
the Chairman of the Ferretti 
Group and the Weichai Group, 
Tan Xuguang, and the Ferretti 
Group’s CEO, Ferruccio Rossi. 
Other public authorities also 
in attendance, included the 
Chinese Ambassador in Italy, 
Ding Wei, the President of 
the Marche Region Council, 
Gian Mario Spacca, Ancona’s 
Mayor, Fiorello Gramillano, and 

many Italian industrialists and 
entrepreneurs, headed by the 
President of Ucina-Confidustria 
Nautica (the Italian Marine 
Industry Association), Anton 
Francesco Albertoni.

The steel and aluminium 
displacement hull yacht uses 
the lower deck for crew, 
accommodation engine room 
and tender garage. The main 
deck is home to all guest 
cabins, while the upper deck 
is devoted to the living area 
and bar. Above that, an owners 
deck, with its spacious and 

luxurious offices lounges and 
sleeping quarters, also has 
cabins for security officers and 
bodyguards. 

The yachts interior is 
immensely spacious, with a 
light, airy environment that 
offers onboard wellbeing, and 
direct contact with the sea. 
These features have been 
achieved with the addition 
of a beach club that has a 
collapsible door that can be 
converted into a 100 sq meter 
swimming platform. An indoor 
fitness area and a spa with 
a sauna, Turkish bath and 
massage area offers complete 
relaxation. The helicopter pad 
can be easily accessed from 
the owners exclusive private 
accommodation for utmost 
privacy.

Up to 12 guests can be 
hosted across six guest suites, 
served by a crew of 23 and a 
further 10 of the owner’s staff.

The yacht is powered by two 
Caterpillar 3516B-C engines 
that push it to a cruising speed 
of 15 knots and a maximum 
speed of 16 knots. The cruising 
range at a speed of 12 knots is 
6,000 nautical miles.

Launch of the 80 metre Chopi Chopi

Tall Ship Stavros S Niarchos for sale
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THERE HAS BEEN a spate of super yacht 
launchings recently proving perhaps that 
the industry is on its upward curve towards 
a more normal output in 2013.

The Italian Perini Navi Group has launched 
State of Grace, the first yacht in their 
40 metre Fast Cruising series. She was 
completely built at the Perini Navi Istanbul 
/ Yildiz shipyard and after Maltese Falcon 
is only the second Perini Navi yacht to have 
been constructed entirely at the Group’s 
Istanbul shipyard.

Designed in-house in collaboration with 
Ron Holland, she has sleek lines and both 
hull and superstructure have been built in 
aluminium. 

With a displacement of just 220 tons this 
yacht is expected to perform well in most 
sailing conditions.

The 1,192 M2 sail plan can be handled by 
just one person thanks to an innovative sail 
control system designed by Perini Navi and 
built in house by their Mast Division.

This yacht has a 50 metre mast, furling 
boom and standing rigging all made with 
state of the art in carbon fibre materials. To 
guarantee performance, this fast cruiser has 
laminated sails.

The yacht interior spaces are spare 
and classic enriched with touches of 
contemporary flare. The main saloon is on 
two levels and has a comfortable dining 
room and an ample living area. The yacht’s 
four cabins, including a full beam owner’s 
suite with a gym, have innovative layouts 

and can accommodate up to nine guests 
comfortably. In the transom area, which 
can be reached along an elegant staircase, 
a hydraulically controlled platform gives 
direct access to the sea and a 5.5 metre 
tender is stored in a semi-recessed well to 
keep the yacht’s lines sleek.

Last June Feadship announced the 
order of their first super yacht to an owner 
from the People’s Republic of China. Now 
with January heralding in the New Year she 
has hit the water

The yard gained the order following a 
tour of the Far East by the company’s show 
vessel: Helix. A Chinese client requested a 
similar-sized vessel but insisted that it must 
include a helicopter deck.

Also launched was the 80 metre Chopi 
Chopi at the CRN shipyard in Ancona, 
Italy and in Holland at the Makkum yard 
of Feadship deVries, Project Dream the 99 
metre designed inside and out by Andrew 
Winch took to the water and is expected 
later this year.

The Superyacht 
Annual Report
SUPERYACHT GROUP has prod-
uced a comprehensive analysis 
of the state of the superyacht 
industry. 

The Superyacht Annual Report 
crystallises the performance of the 
past year through a combination 
of meticulously collated data and 
insightful articles. 

The Superyacht Annual Report 
has built its reputation on reliable 
research. Among these is The 
Global Order Book, sourced 
from their data records on 
SuperyachtIntelligence.com.

The report lists every yacht of 
30m and over currently in build 
at shipyards all over the world, as 
well as a review of all super yachts 
launched in 2012.

The Global Order Book comp-
lements the live record digitally 
stored on SuperyachtIntelligence.
com and is perhaps the pre-
eminent source of data for the 
industry.

A new feature for this year’s 
issue is an in-depth analysis of the 
world’s most prolific super yacht 
building countries.

In addition to evaluating the 
performance and prospects of 
individual yacht building nations, 
each report is accompanied by the 
succinct and searching viewpoints 
of thought leaders from each 
country, answering provocative 
questions such as:

• Why should an owner build in 
your country?

• What are your predictions for 
your country in 2013?

Multiple launchings points to buoyant future

Unlucky super yacht
SOME SUPER 
YACHTS can sail 
through time 
without any one 
noticing them.  
Others it seems 
are dogged by 

bad luck. Among those surely has to be 
the 75-metre long four-masted super yacht 
Phocea (pictured), which has been under 
arrest in Port Vila harbour, the Capital of 
Vanuatu, since it arrived from Italy, via 
Panama and Tonga, on July 14 last year.

Before the launching of Athena by 
Royal Huisman in 2004 Phocea was the 
largest sailing yacht in the world

Built as Club Mediterranee in Toulon 
during 1976 for the yachtsman Alain 
Colas. He entered her into a Trans-
Atlantic race, sailing her single handed 
he came second but was tragically lost at 
sea the following year.

Then in 1982 the French businessman 
Bernard Tapie bought and re named her 
Phocea before sending her to Marseilles 
where he paid a small fortune to convert 
her to a private yacht. Subsequently he 
was jailed for corruption.

The French Lebanese socialite Mouna 
Ayoub purchased the yacht in 1977 and is 
rumoured to have sold The Mouna, one of 
her diamonds, the largest yellow diamond 
in the world, and several other lesser 
jewels to pay for the yachts $17 million 

refit which included the installation of 
cabinets by David Linley.

In August 2005 she hit the headlines 
after running aground off the coast of 
Sardina. That might have gone unnoticed 
but the Prince and Princess Michael of 
Kent were aboard and three other people 
were seriously injured.

Now her miseries are compounded with 
the statement coming from Transport 
Malta confirming that the provisional 
Maltese registration obtained last year 
for super yacht was ‘obtained without 
proof of ownership and other registration 
requirements’.

The Vanuatu Daily Post has reported 
the government there would like the 
super yacht to leave, but since the 
paperwork is out of order and no one 
can establish where it is registered she 
remains under arrest.

The newspaper has reported that local 
authorities have that Phocea was also 
simultaneously registered in Luxembourg 
France, and Vanuatu. Yet legally a ship 
may only be registered under just one 
Flag State at a time

Vu Anh Quan Saken, a Thai with a 
Vanuatu diplomatic passport is reputedly 
the yachts latest owner, but since the 
Vanuatu Government cannot establish if 
it is registered anywhere the yacht lies 
at anchor stateless, in Vila harbour at 
the height of the cyclone season where 
she has become somewhat of a tourist 
attraction.

Feadship Helix.


