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The Opal cOasT

French connections
For a cruise that’s big on destinations and small on sea 
miles, look no further than across the Channel – from 
dunkirk to saint-Valery-sur-somme on the Opal Coast

he pull of the French 
coast and all the fine 
things that lay upon it. 
The chance to explore 

foreign waters. These are the reasons 
we cross the channel. And with just 
21 miles of water separating us at 
the narrowest point, the real France 
is so very close and the cruising 

opportunities for motorboaters so 
very fantastic.

Channel crossing 
Crossing the Dover Strait for the first 
time can seem daunting. It is, after 
all, one of the world’s busiest 
shipping lanes and sees over 350 
commercial vessels transiting every 
day. The passage through these 
waters is further complicated by 
the presence of strong tides, 
sandbanks, shoals and a great 
deal of other cross-Channel traffic.

Weather conditions in the strait 
are liable to change. Even in 
comparatively light winds, the 
strong tides can give rise to rough 
seas with steep breaking waves. 
Visibility is often poor, changing 
quickly to fog, even in strong winds, 
rendering navigation difficult.

Even in ideal conditions it is 
essential to remember that the very 
large vessels passing through the 
strait are difficult to manoeuvre. 

t
Some new container vessels are 
300+ metres long and 40+ metres 
wide and may be travelling at more 
than 20 knots. They will take several 
miles to stop or turn and have to 
commit themselves to a course 
of action long before they can 
see or detect small craft on radar.

Traffic separation
A Traffic Separation Scheme 
(TSS) operates in the Dover Strait. 
Rules for navigating in or near 
a TSS are set out in Rule 10 of the 
Collision Regulations (COLREGS). 

It is a always good idea to 
review these before you sail to 
ensure your planned crossing 
meets all the requirements, 
especially 10(c). Once underway, 
don’t forget Rule 10 (j), which 
essentially requires boats under 
20 metres to keep out of the 
way of everyone else – sensible 
advice when you can turn and 
stop fast, and big boats can’t.

upon arrival
The thrill of your first safe crossing  
in command must surely count 
as a highlight for any boat captain 
and it is never feels quite so 
daunting on subsequent trips. 

France’s Opal Coast takes in six 
boat-friendly ports, from Dunkirk  
on the French Belgium border 
in the north to Saint-Valery-sur-
Somme in the south. All save 
Étaples offer an easy entrance 
into the French canal system. 

Sited mostly within the French 
region of Nord-Pas de Calais, the 
coast was given its distinctive  
name by the impressionist artists, 
who were enthralled by the area’s 
quality of light. 

The Opal Coast is a place of great 
natural beauty and, despite its close 
proximity to the UK, it is often 
overlooked by those who crossed 
by ferry or tunnel intent on 
fleeing to the warmth of 
the Mediterranean. 

You will need your wits about you when navigating the Bay of Somme

The Opal Coast has wonderful 
beaches, superb restaurants 
and a fantastic aquarium  

Traditional French markets are a great place to find fresh local produce
French ports such as Boulogne offer first-class facilities
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Gravelines is a fortified town and a port 
where a one-day stay is simply not 
enough. It is a destination made for 
motorboats, given that its controlling 
draught is 2.5 metres. It lies at the end 
of the canalised section of the river Aa, 
just over one nautical mile inland.

Approach: Look out for the 
lighthouse with its black and white 
spiral stripes. Head for the gap between 
the breakwaters and motor along the 
Chenal Exterieur at no more than three 
knots. Ahead of you is the ancient 
fortified town and lock gates which,  
no matter how long you wait, will never 
open. Instead, follow round to starboard 
and head for the road bridge. It allows 
access into the port, three hours either 
side of high water. If shut, moor along 
the holding pontoon outside to port.

Berthing: So popular is Gravelines 
with British boatowners that several 
have made this their home port. The 
marina is always full, but staff do try to 
keep a pontoon free for visiting boats. 
The reason it is always full is simple:  
visiting boats book a one-day stay, 
arrive, discover the delights on offer 
and choose to linger longer. Be warned, 
many of the berths do dry at low tide 
and it is wise to notify the harbour office 
if your boat is unable to take the ground.

Facilities: It is easy to see why no one 
wants to leave Gravelines. Here is a marina 
that welcomes everyone with open arms. 
Within the complex you can hire a car, 
take a meal in an excellent restaurant,  
use marina bicycles for quick shopping 
trips, and rent some if you need them 
for longer. They have even organised a 
special tourist pass for shore-side family 
attractions that allows for discounted 
and even sometimes free sightseeing.  
The town is well connected by rail and 
served by several bus routes.

InsIder’s GuIde
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Factfile
Relax on a guided boat tour on the moat 
around the fortified town. Alternatively, 
you can rent a rowing or pedal boat to 
circle the citadel. 

The arsenal is worth seeing, if only to 
walk in the gardens and along the 
ramparts to admire the sculptures.  
But the museum here is also excellent. 
We highly recommend attending  
the printmaking exhibition. 

restaurants
Au Cap Compas ensures you have 
a fabulous welcome and great food.  
It is best to book for lunch because  
it’s very popular with locals. 
Gravelines Marina, 
Tel: 00 33 3 28 225 642 
Website: aucapcompas.com
Email: aucapcompas@live.fr

shops
La Cave Gourmande, 6 Rue Léon 
Blum, Tel: 00 33 3 28 650 192 – wine  
and local gourmet delights.

Food market
Friday mornings in the newly renovated 
Place Charles Valentin, town square.

day trips and diversions
Pack your walking shoes. The tourist 
office has produced five leaflets 
describing hiking trails around 
Gravelines. Download them from 
tourisme-gravelines.fr/en/ before you  
go to whet your appetite.

The nearby seaside resort of Petit Fort 
Philippe has a great beach with lots of 
children’s activities. Hire bikes to get 
there or, in the summer, hop on the  
free shuttle bus.

Harbour office
Tel: 00 33 3 28 654 524
VHF: Channel 09
Website: ville-gravelines.fr/plaisance
email: port.de.plaisance.gravelines@
wanadoo.fr

Tourist office
Tel: 00 33 28 519 400
Website: tourisme-gravelines.fr

Factfile
The tourist office is on the ground floor of 
the 15th century belfry of the Saint-Eloi, 
one of the few buildings in Dunkirk that 
survived World War II, but the real gem is 
the view from up top. Catch the lift to the 
bell chamber and climb up to look across 
the town into Belgium. Watch out for the 
bell peal every quarter of an hour. The 
port museum, 9 Quai de la Citadelle (by 
the marina), is a great place to learn 
about the city’s nautical past. Moored 
up outside are three museum ships. 

restaurants
Le Corsaire, 97 Entrée du Port,
Tel: 00 33 3 28 590 361
Au Petit Pierre, 4 Rue Dampierre,
Tel: 00 33 3 28 662 836
Atelier de Steff, 3 Place Jeanne-d’Arc, 
Tel: 00 33 3 28 616 014

shops
Crèmerie La Ferme, 22 Rue Poincare, 
Tel: 00 33 3 28 592 225 – cheese. 
Halle aux Gourmets, 24 Blvd St Barbe, 
Tel: 00 33 3 28 636 620 – local produce.

Food market
At Place du Général de Gaulle every 
Wednesday and Saturday.

Gift buying
There is a long-standing tradition of 
pastry and chocolate in Dunkirk. One 
famous example is the pastry shop Aux 
Doigts de Jean Bart (the fingers of Jean 
Bart). Born in Dunkirk in 1651, Bart was a 
privateer in the French navy when Louis 
XIV was busy defeating England. Eating 
his finger-shaped cakes centuries later 
is the perfect way to exact our revenge. 
Buy them at the shop on 6 Rue du Sud, 
Tel: 00 33 3 28 667 278.

Harbour office
Tel: 00 33 3 28 632 300
VHF Channel 09 
For locks and bridges: VHF Channel 73
Website: dunkerque-marina.com

Tourist office
Tel: 00 33 3 28 262 727
Website: ot-dunkerque.fr

GravelinesDunkirk
The river Aa flows into the Channel

Gravelines is popular with Brits and you won’t find many spare pontoons 

A lock links the moat 
around Gravelines and 
the river to the sea

Lighthouse: now a museum

The belfry is a Unesco 
World Heritage site

Viewing platform atop the belfry of the 
Saint-Eloi affords great views of the town

Insider tips
Arrange to be there for Sunday and 
book lunch at the marina restaurant, 
Au Cap Compas. Any day will do, but 
Sunday is special. Try the whole leg of 
lamb cooked for six people or choose  
a plate of grilled meats or crevettes 
from the barbecue, all cooked by chef 
and owner Rudy Ayivi, left. Add huge 

bowlfuls of frites but leave room 
for dessert. We recommend 
Grandma’s homemade tart 
with nougat glacé and  
a handsome serving of 
oeuf à la neige.

Vauban, Louis XIV’s 
famous military 
engineer, designed 
the star-shaped 
fortifications of  
the town

The city gets its name 
from fisherman who 
built a church among 
the sand dunes. 
Hence, “dun” (dune) 
and “kerque” (church)

TRIVIATRIVIA

This part of the coast is popular with 
boats that fly the Dutch and Belgian 
ensigns, and they outnumber the 
red ensigns considerably. For them, 
as for the British, Dunkirk East is often 
their first port of call. It has an easy, 
all-weather, all-tide entrance and comes 
with a choice of three wonderfully 
secure marinas. It is the perfect place to 
stay for those who want to bring a boat 
over at the beginning of the season, 
keep it in France, and give the Opal 
Coast the opportunity of displaying 
its many attributes over a longer time. 

Approach: Try to make landfall 
during daylight, if only to get the chance  
to see a rare work of art, one that can 
only be viewed by those at sea. La Sirène  
is a sea mark whose top is adorned with 
the lascivious, scantily clad figure of  
a mermaid, the work of local sculptor 
Léopold Franckowiak. The mark lies  
at 51° 04.38 N. 2° 21.35 E and during  
the summer season is the perfect 
waypoint to aim for.

Insider tips
There is no obligation for small pleasure craft to do so, but it does make 
sense to issue a Transit Report. Contact Dover Coastguard and inform 
them that your boat is making the crossing. Do so on VHF channel 16 
(then 67) or call 00 44 (0) 1304 210008 prior to departure. You can also 
fill out a CG66 form with the coastguard. Work out your expected time 

of arrival at your destination because this, along with a description of 
the motorboat, will be recorded by the coastguard. When crossing, pay 
attention to your AIS receiver, if fitted, and listen out on VHF 11 while on 
the British side, and 13 when on the French side. It also makes sense 
to study Marine Guide Notice #364 issued by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (mcga.gov.uk). Finally, do not forget to  
notify Dover that you have reached your destination safely.

Berthing: The port offers the option 
of three different basins. Created when 
the shipyards in the area were closed,  
the gloriously named Le Port du Grand 
Large is the easiest to enter, but the 
furthest from the city centre and the  
least comfortable in a blow. 

Accessible at any time, Grand Large is a 
modern Blue Flag facility with 25 berths 
reserved exclusively for visitors. Shuttle 
buses or free-to-use bicycles make 
getting around easier, but for those who 
want to be in the centre of things, the 
Bassin du Commerce (or the Citadelle 
Wharf Marina as it is sometimes known) 
and Bassin de la Marine are better 
choices. Both marinas are accessed 
using a lock and have the distinct 
advantage of being closer to the town 
and its wonderful selection of museums.  

The helpful marina staff, led by Franck 
Marrelec, look after all three basins. They 
go as far as to make a special pontoon 
available to groups of boats sailing 
together and will offer a discount on 
the price when doing so.
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Boulogne has become a far better 
destination for boaters now that ferries 
no longer call there, although the local 
tourist trade will probably disagree. 
It offers families with boats everything 
they could possibly seek in a foreign 
destination, because this pretty seaside 
city is packed with art history and 
culture, and combines tradition, 
heritage, landscapes with gastronomy 
and leisure. It also has the most 
wonderful aquarium.

Approach: The port may have lost 
its ferry traffic but fishing boats come 
and go throughout the day. They, like 
pleasure boats, head into the centre of 
town but they berth on the quays to the 
south, leaving boats to use a marina 
complex to starboard.

Berthing: The marina here, like the 
town it serves, takes the visiting boater 
and her crew seriously and makes 
them all feel very welcome. A total of 70 
berths are reserved in the outer harbour 
for visiting boats. Clean, tidy and safe is 
how we would describe the facility, with 
very helpful staff.

Facilities: The harbour offers three 
different basins for boat docking, but 
the outer harbour is the one most 
favoured by those passing through. A 
plentiful supply of clean showers, good 
laundry services, along with secure 
pontoon access, make this marina a joy 
to use. Add in free WiFi, plus the use of 
a computer if you need one, and you 
will see why it is not to be missed.

The Opal cOasT

Factfile
Hire an audio guide from the tourist office 
(there is one near the marina) and enjoy 
the old town. If you do nothing else here, 
set aside a half or full day to visit
Nausicaa, a major European aquarium. 

restaurants
La Matelote is a Michelin-starred 
restaurant with fabulous fish menus, so 
treat yourself, and if you need to spend  
a night ashore, the La Matelote hotel is 
lovely, too. You’ll find it at Boulevard 
Sainte Beuve (opposite the aquarium), 
Tel: 00 33 3 21 301 797. Le Welsh Pub is a 
lively and fun French inn, at 26-28 Place 
Dalton, Tel: 00 33 3 21 315 131

daily fish market
Quai Gambetta

Traditional food market
Place Dalton, every Wednesday 
and Saturday.

shops
Rue Thiers and the surrounding streets 
have lots of lovely shops. Our favourites 
are: Chocolats de Beussent, 56 Rue 
Adolphe Thiers – locally made 
chocolates.
Philippe Olivier, 43 Rue Adolphe Thiers  
– filled with all sorts of fromage from 
floor to ceiling.
Trésor de Vin, 12 Rue Adolphe Thiers – 
pick up some fine wine to accompany 
that lovely cheese. 

day trips and diversions
Home to more than 35,000 fish and 
other marine creatures, Nausicaa offers 
boating families the ultimate underwater 
day out. There you get to touch rays, 
peek at penguins and have a close 
encounter with sharks. Take the day to 
enjoy all it has to offer, which includes 
having a great lunch (eating fish, 
naturally). It’s within walking distance 
from the marina at Boulevard Sainte-
Beuve (nausicaa.fr). 

Wimereux, 6km north of Boulogne,  
is a family seaside town with Edwardian 
charm and a great beach. Indulge in 
lunch at the Hotel du Centre. 
Alternatively, hire a car and drive along 
the coast road between Boulogne and 
Calais for magnificent views and long or 
short walks. Stop in pretty Wissant, Cap 
Blanc-Nez, Cap Gris-Nez and anywhere 
else you fancy en route.

Harbour office
Tel: 00 33 3 21 996 650
VHF: Channel 12 of the port and Channel 
09 for Marina
Website: portboulogne.com

Tourist office
Tel: 00 33 3 21 108 810
Website: tourisme-boulognesurmer.com

Factfile
Famous for its lace, the now-excellent 
International City of Lace and Fashion 
museum makes a great stop to discover 
the history, especially on a wet day. 

restaurants
La Sole Meunière is one of our personal 
favourites. It also offers cheap and 
cheerful lodging and is located near the 
marina; 1 Boulevard de la Résistance,  
Tel: 00 33 3 21 344 301 
Le Grand Bleu serves fish specialities 
in a nautical ambience; Quai de la 
Colonne, 8 Rue Jean-Pierre Avron,  
Tel: 00 33 3 21 979 798

shops
Maison du Fromage et des Vins, Rue 
de la Paix, Tel: 00 33 3 21 344 472 – wine, 
local cheese and beer.

Food market
Place D’Armes, every Wednesday 
and Saturday.

day trips and diversions
Cité Europe: for those in need of some 
retail therapy, this huge shopping mall is 
just a short drive from town. Hire a car if 
only to visit the Carrefour hypermarket 
and stock up the galley. 

We always also visit Majestic in 
France for wine. Find it at Rue de Judee, 
Zone Marcel Doret. Order ahead or taste 
and choose when you arrive. It carries all 
the beer and wines you know from the 
UK, but at much cheaper prices.  
Tel: 00 33 3 21 976 300 

Calais lighthouse: there are 271 steps 
to climb to get to the top of Calais 
lighthouse, just a short walk from the 
marina, but the view of the white cliffs of 
Dover is well worth it.

Harbour office
Tel: 00 33 3 21 345 523
VHF: Channel 12 for Calais port only. 
Marina does NOT have VHF
Website: calais-port.com
Email: calais-marina@alais.cci.fr

Tourist office
Tel: 00 33 3 21 966 240

Insider tips
This is where we would leave our boat if we wanted to break our journey down the Opal Coast and return 
home to the UK. Placing the boat inside the quiet inner basin under 24-hour security cameras is the best you 
can expect. Good bus and train journeys connect you with the rail and ferry crossings from Calais.

Insider tips
1 Use Calais as the entrance into the French waterways 
system. From here, having crossed the Channel, the next 
open sea you could encounter is the Mediterranean.

2 Bring your boat over from Dover on a trailer using the 
P&O Ferry and launch it in Calais either down a slipway or 
by craning it into the water.

BoulogneCalais

The cross-Channel ferries may have gone but Boulogne harbour still sees a fair bit of traffic from fishing vesselsCalais is many British boaters’ first port of call in France; the marina is well equipped and close to the town centre

Boulogne marina is safe and welcoming

Nose out fabulous fromage, 
fine wines and locally made 
chocolates on Rue Thiers

Snap up fresh seafood  
at the open-air market  
in Place D’Armes

From plankton to 
sharks, from squid to 
sea lions, the giant 
aquarium of Nausicaa 
in Boulogne has it  
all on display

For some 200 years  
the town was British, 
until 1588, when it  
was captured back  
by the French

TRIVIATRIVIA

The French call Calais “the gateway to 
England”, with many claiming it is as 
English as anywhere they ever need to 
visit. Given that it is as close as you will 
ever get port-to-port, it has become 
one of the most popular French 
destinations for boats visiting from 
Britain. With a harbour located at Calais 
Nord conveniently to town, the shops, 
market and some cracking tourist 
destinations, it is easy to see why it 
is as popular as it is.

Approach: It makes sense to head 
towards Cap Gris Nez. It is the most 
obvious of headlands and from here  
it’s a short hop to breakwaters. Watch 
the depth hereabouts. While not 
necessarily a danger to the smaller 
motorboat, it is a lot more shallow than 
you would first imagine. Cross the 
Avant Port heading roughly south, 
leave Fort Risban close to starboard 
and, if the bridge into the yacht basin  
is closed, be prepared to pick one of  
a multitude of white mooring buoys  
on which you can freely hold until  
the bridge opens.

Berthing: Inside the basin there is a 
pontoon reserved for visitors that offers 
berths for up to 40 boats and a further 20 
finger pontoons. The bridge opens six 
times a day, every hour, from three hours 
before until two hours after local high 
water. There is a sill into the basin that is 
two metres above datum. Watch the 
depth gauge beside the bridge to see 
the amount of water that is covering  
the sill, but be warned that it never 
exceeds three metres. We advise you not 
to ask locals why the beautiful-looking 
locks that serve the basin are not in 
operation. As taxpayers, they paid a great 
deal for the installation, only to see it  
work once and then fail ever to do so 
again. It’s a sore subject.

Facilities: Calais marina is 
well equipped with showers and laundry 
facilities, and the town itself is located  
not far away. Berthing is in the canal-
surrounded north part, which is perhaps 
the nicest area. Close enough to walk or 
cycle to market, there are some good 
wine shops along the way which will 
deliver bottled booty for you on request.
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Étaples is a charming little port on the 
banks of the river Canche and some 
two kilometres inland. The river 
meanders through Canche Bay nature 
reserve and, upon arrival, the port is 
a delightful sight and close to the 
town’s attractions and facilities. To visit 
Étaples and not visit nearby Le Touquet 
would be a great shame, however. 

Approach: Trust us, it is worth the 
trek up this shallow river. But be warned, 
having done the trip at very low water, 
we do not trust the positioning of some 
of the beacons. We have seen many of 
them, and the nearby marker buoys, 
high and dry in the past. Be aware then 
that when proceeding inwards, there 

Of all the ports mentioned in this guide, 
this is the one where you will most need 
your wits about you when approaching, 
but it is worth it. To say that navigating 
the Somme bay is tricky is, at the very 
least, a huge understatement. 

Approach: This is one of the very
few harbours in the world where it is  
(nearly) possible to hit sheep while 
manoeuvring your motorboat. Believe it 
or not, they graze in the middle of the 
harbour on grass that is covered at high 
tide. The river Somme becomes La Canal 
de la Somme once through locks on 
the other side of the river. It is the canal 
that is the ultimate goal of most foreign 
visitors who make this trip. Leaving by 
canal therefore saves a hair-raising return 
navigation back to sea.

Berthing: The well-run marina and 
club is operated by Sport Nautique 
Valerican whose president, André 
Widehem, is also the harbourmaster. 
They are able to accommodate 

More info
Charts
Admiralty: Dover  
Strait Eastern and 
Western Parts, French 
North Coast
Imray: C 30 and C12.

recommended 
guide books
Bradt Cross-Channel 
France, by John Ruler.

recommended 
pilotage books
The Shell Channel  
Pilot 5th Edition,  
by Tom Cunliffe;
Yachting Monthly’s 
North France & Belgium 
Cruising Companion,  
by Neville Featherstone; 
The Channel Cruising 
Companion, edited  
by Lucinda Roch.

Waterways licence
Required before taking 
your own boat into the 
French waterway 
system.

Mobile telephone 
advice
Turn off both cellular 
data and data roaming 
to avoid these hefty 
charges.

Health insurance
The UK Department of 
Health has reciprocal a 
healthcare arrangement 
with France (apply for  
a free European Health 
Insurance Card at  
ehic.org.uk).

Travel insurance
Recommended to cover 
unforeseen expenses 
incurred in case of 
delays, diversions or 
cancellation due to 
adverse weather 
conditions.

showers
In each port there are 
showers that boaters 
can use. Many of the 
yacht clubs also have 
showering facilities 
which may be used  
by visiting crews.

useful websites 
MCA: mcga.gov.uk
P&O Ferries:  
po-ferries-uk.
co.uk

The local authorities have a buoy-laying vessel working 
full-time, lifting and relaying the marker buoys. Just as swiftly, mother 
nature alters the channel in and out of this wide expanse of shallow bay

Sean Connery signed 
up for the first, low-
budget James Bond 
f ilm, ‘Doctor No’, in 
Le Touquet at the 
Westminster hotel 

Factfile
A walk around the town is a must. 
Admire the tiny fishermen cottages, 
many of which are now summer lets, 
and climb higher for a great view from 
the Sailors’ Calvary. Wander inside  
the ramparts of the old town and look 
down on the fine houses on Jeanne 
d’Arc quay.

restaurant
Le Relais Guillaume de Normandy – 
try the speciality, salt marsh lamb. You 
can see the flocks grazing from the 
windows, 46 Quai Romerel,  
Tel: 00 33 3 22 608 236.

shopping
Shopping is limited but visit a patisserie 
and try the local ‘le gateau battu’.  
Just don’t ask how many calories  
they contain.

day trips and diversions
The Baie de Somme, one of the most 
beautiful bays, is situated here. Visit 
by foot, on a local boat or by train. Bird 
lovers will adore a guided tour across 
the bay, and the tourist office in town 
can recommend English speakers, too. 

For steam train enthusiasts, the Baie 
de Somme railway chuffs around the 
area and there’s a station right in the 
centre of town.

Another way to visit the area is aboard 
a Monument Historique, that is the 
one-time buoy tender Somme II. The 
boat not only goes out into the bay but 
also up the Somme Canal. We really 
fancied the trip where you’re taught to 
paint in watercolour. Sadly, trips are only 
currently taught in French. 

Harbour office
Tel: 00 33 3 22 602 484
VHF: Channel 09
Website: portsaintvalery.com
Email: snval@wanadoo.fr

Tourist office
Tel: 00 33 3 22 242 792
Website: baiedesomme-tourisme.fr

Factfile
Étaples is a working port, historically  
a centre for the herring fleet. Now it 
has a fascinating museum devoted 
to fishing. Maréis is just a short walk 
from the marina and well worth the trip. 

Le Touquet is a ‘new’ town, the result  
of the enthusiasm of two English 
businessmen in the 1900s. For those 
who could afford it from Britain and Paris, 
Le Touquet was the destination to play 
and party in between the wars. It still 
attracts the moneyed crowd, shown  
in the types of shops and the prices in 
the estate agents.

restaurants
Welsh Fish & Chips, opposite Étaples 
marina – sounds intriguing, give it a go.
Le Pavillion, awarded one Michelin star, 
the gourmet food is complemented 
perfectly by the art deco surroundings 
and terrace overlooking a lighthouse. 
Westminster Hotel, Avenue du Verger, 
Tel: 00 33 3 21 054 848,  
Website: westminster.fr 
Le Globe Trotter pub offers big screens 
for sports fans and tables for those who 
just want a drink to chat about the next 
days activities, 66 Rue de Metz, Le 
Touquet, Tel: 00 33 3 21 051 254 

shops
Quayside stalls sell some of the most 
fresh fish in Étaples, while Le Touquet is 
definitely more upmarket. Why not try 
some walking and window shopping, 
and scout out these great shops:
Chocolaterie de Beussent, 91 Rue 
de Metz, and Au Chat Bleu, 47 Rue St 
Jean – for a chocolate fix or two.
Perrard, 67 Rue de Metz – a fish shop 
with the best fish soup in jars, perfect  
for lunch underway.
Le Marché de la Porcelaine, 118 Rue 
de Metz – timeless, plain-white 
tableware in every conceivable shape 
and size at bargain prices which proves 
impossible to resist.

Market
In a horseshoe-shaped covered arcade 
off Rue de Metz, in Le Touquet – 
Thursday (high season) and Saturday.

day trips and diversion
The Étaples Military Cemetery, 2km 
northwest of Étaples, is a poignant 
reminder of the horrors of war. A total of 
11,500 gravestones in neat rows grimly 
record the dead mostly from World War I, 
and just 119 from World War II.

Harbour office
Tel: 00 33 3 21 845 433
VHF: Channel 09
Website: plaisance-opale.com
Email: cn.canche@wanadoo.fr

Tourist office
Tel: 00 33 3 21 095 694
Website: etaples-tourisme.com

Insider tips
First-time visitors would do well to time their arrival in the bay as the flood begins. Then we suggest following local boats up, 
river motoring slowly behind them. The good news is that the bottom is mostly softish sand, but it can still be embarrassing 
to get stuck. If you want to be super sneaky, hire the services of a local pilot. He will bring you into the estuary and up into 
the marina, and entertain you with local folklore while doing so.

Insider tips
Our advice when navigating the river is to stay in the middle and only veer to starboard when pushed to do so. 
Keep a close eye on the chart to see where you actually are, because the numbering system used on buoys 
is written in a code known only to locals.

Saint-Valery-sur-SommeÉtaples / Le touquet

motorboats up to 16 metres overall with 
draughts of up to 2.3 metres.

Facilities: A total of 250 berths
are available and while none are 
permanently reserved for visitors, no 
one is ever turned away. The on-site bar 
produces great snacks, but for more 
robust fare, a trip into town isn’t too far 
away. The clubhouse makes visitors very 
welcome and those on the berths can 
use WiFi, showers and laundry services.

Views of the bay from Sailors’ CalvaryThe meandering river 
Canche runs through  
a nature reserve

Cormorants keep watch on 
the river’s channel marker

The small port of Étaples has seven pontoons, with shops and services nearby

The écluse maritime or lock at St-Valery

TRIVIA

TRIVIA

are submerged training walls to port that 
run between some of the beacons.

Berthing: Seven pontoons extend 
from shore towards the centre of the 
river. Each has finger pontoons and 
those at the outer ends of the pontoon 
offer the deepest draught. Watch the 
tide when manoeuvring into the berth 
because the water can ebb and flood  
at speeds of up to six knots.

Facilities: The town owns the 
marina and ensures that everything 
a boater needs is on hand. Anything 
not supplied by the marina itself can be 
found in the shops and services that 
flank the main road nearby. 


