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The Rock of Gibraltar stands guardian over a sea 
passage between Africa and Europe through 
which a quarter of the world’s shipping travels. 
Around 300 ships pass through the Strait each 
day and because of this, passage planning takes 
on a new level of importance.

The Strait of Gibraltar is the nautical equivalent 
of the M1 and those on small boats must view it 
in much the same way as a rural hedgehog 
might contemplate crossing a motorway. It can 
be navigated, but great care must be taken. Here, 
it never pays to cruise shorthanded and the 
more crew on lookout duty, the safer any 
passage will be.

Heading to Africa
Across the Strait of Gibraltar another  
continent beckons and at just 14-miles-wide  
at its narrowest point, Africa is within reach of 
most motorboats.

Ceuta is a Spanish enclave, and is a good spot to 
head to when crossing the Strait as it is only a 
short passage. It’s a good fuel stop and has a 
good market but as a ferry port it offers small 
boat crews very little.

If you’d rather skip Ceuta and enter Morocco 
directly from Gibraltar then just 32 miles from the 
mighty Rock, the modern marina facilities of 
Marina Smir await you. Surrounded by white 
sandy beaches and turquoise waters, the area has 
a five-star hotel, a thalassotherapy spa (a spa that 
uses warm seawater for treatments), shops, bars 
and restaurants. Set among palm trees right by 
the sea, just 10km from the port is an 18-hole golf 
course. There are many other attractions in the 
area: the old medina of Tetouan – declared a 
heritage city by UNESCO – and the original blue 
houses of the Chauen village.

Heading west
Go if you have to, or if you feel the need to, but 
remember that heading west out of the 
Mediterranean is like trying to get a cork back 
into a champagne bottle. 

Visit Tarifa if you enjoy wind and 
sporting pastimes that rely on it as an energy 
source – think windsurfing and kitesurfing.

Just two miles away and you are in Spain again. 
The currency is the Euro but little else has 
changed. Marina Alcaidesa only opened in the 
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early part of 2010. It boasts 200 berths, is just a 
five-minute walk from Gibraltar Airport and only 
an hour away from Jerez or Malaga by car.

Heading east
Fill up with duty-free fuel, stock up with English 
sausages and fresh bacon at Morrisons 
supermarket and sail off east along Spain’s Costa 
del Sol.

Sotogrande is the first principle European port 
inside the Mediterranean. It is more suited to 
small craft than some of its near neighbours, such 
as Puerto Jose Banus and Estepona, but it is a 
great base from which to visit those ports even if 
just for the experience. From here the sky is the 
limit – the Mediterranean beckons and the 
Spanish Costa del Sol awaits your arrival. What are 
you waiting for? Buen Viaje.
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