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Channel Islands
o close, yet so far, this clump of 
islands off the French coast, 
which are British Crown 
Dependencies, became a target 

for invasion in the 1940s as Hitler set 
about conquering Europe. His welcome 
was in stark contrast to the warm embrace 
that awaits visiting motorboats that set off 
today towards the Channel Islands.

For many it is the allure of islands in 
general, for some it’s a sense of history, 

while the beauty, warm waters and 
sandy beaches draw thousands of 
others. For motorboaters the 
Channel Islands offer a wonderful 
sense of achievement at having 
conquered epical tides, swept 
past man-eating rocks and entered 
quaint harbours. The elements that 
surround the cruising ground have 
at times put the less intrepid off 
such an adventure, but if you do 
your homework properly it’s a very 
accessible area.

Jersey and Guernsey Harbours make 
a point of singling out the boating 
public by producing a helpful  
how-to-do-it guide, which 

demystifies many of the 
myths that 

have prevented visitors from making the 
hop from the UK to their islands. Request 
a copy, follow the guidance given and 
you won’t go far wrong.

GPS coordinates for a trip between 
Torquay and St Peter Port running to the 
west of the red channel light vessel in the 
Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS).
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Often passed by motorboaters on the way 
elsewhere, this island deserves greater 
exploration. It is very different from other 
Channel Islands – noticeably the 
topography is almost devoid of trees. 
These were chopped down long ago for 
use in shipbuilding when France 
threatened to invade the island.

The sheer number of small boats 
dotted around the island’s triangular 
shaped coastline is one of the first 
things you notice about Guernsey. 
With more marinas than any other, this 
island even plans to build another one 
in St Peter Port. 

It’s a British trait to favour the little guy, 
but here the favouritism isn’t misplaced. 
Herm is where the Channel Islanders 
themselves head to when they seek 
solitude and family fun. 

Closest to France and furthest from 
England, Jersey is the stand-alone island. 
In many ways it is the island most like 
mainland Britain, yet at the very same 
time it is the one that could most likely 
succeed if political independence were 
forced upon it.

When arriving on Sark you need to set 
your metaphorical clock back some 50 
years. However, political change has 
happened in recent years, and although 
residents are trying to ignore 
modernisation, you’ll need to visit soon 
before it’s too late.

John Frankland is an RYA practical 
cruising instructor and has been sailing 
around the islands for more than 25 
years. His local pilotage booklets sell 
well because they are clear in their 
instructions and they make island 
hopping safe, exciting and fulfilling.

John Bougourd has worked aboard 
island ferries for 40 years. There is very 
little he hasn’t witnessed first hand, 
either as a ferry master or as a former 
coxswain of the St Peter Port RNLI 

Lifeboat. His advice is to use the tides 
to your advantage – it’s the safest 
option and you’ll save on fuel.

Everything that is locally grown here 
somehow has a special taste. Make the 

effort to buy freshly caught crabs, 
lobsters and scallops. Channel Islands’ 
full cream milk and eggs go into ice 
creams and fudge and simply cry out to 
be sampled. Fresh cheeses (from that 
rare breed of Guernsey Golden Goats), 
wonderful salads and, of course, those 
tasty new potatoes all go into making it 
a gastronomic trip.



Just 10 miles off the coast of France and 
60 miles from mainland Britain, 
Alderney sits as a port of entry to the 
Channel Islands.

It is an island where cars wear body 
indentations as badges of honour and 
children as young as six walk to school 
without their parents. But if the 
islanders’ reputation is a little bonkers, 
be assured the welcome they give to 
every visiting boater is as warm as you 
will find on any Caribbean island.

Approach the massive breakwater 
from the sea and there, waiting to greet 
you, will be a member of the 
harbourmaster’s team in a boat. It is 
their job to assist you and to answer all 
your questions. Only when he knows 
your boat is safely tethered will he 
mention the fee of £15, which covers 
the mooring for 24 hours and as many 
hot showers as your crew may need.

Braye Harbour always seems to be 
busy and it easily handles as many 
boats each year as Jersey and Guernsey. 
It isn’t unusual to find 200 boats inside 
the harbour on a busy summer 
weekend, particularly in fine weather, 
and the reason boaters come to 
Alderney is because it is different – the 
fact that diesel sells at just 74p a litre 
simply adds to the appeal. In summer 
the number of harbour staff increases 

to eight, ensuring that all visitors get 
treated well and doubling the number 
of water taxis serving boats at anchor or 
on mooring buoys.

In good weather, the island can be 
seen from some way off and the 
lighthouse in the north west is easy to 
spot and becomes an important mark 
to head towards. As you get closer to 
the island, line yourself up for an 
approach into Braye from the north east. 
The transit marks leading boats into the 
harbour have changed in recent times 
so be sure you have the most  
up-to-date details for safe navigation.

Getting in and out of Alderney isn’t 
difficult and its reputation as being all 
rocks and racing tides makes it sound a 
lot scarier than it actually is. Helpfully, 
the harbour office has produced a  
myth-busting guide to boating in 
Alderney called Sail to the Island of 
Alderney, which can be downloaded 
from their website or sent by post on 
request. Follow the tips and local 
advice it gives and you will be guided 
safely into the harbour. The harbour 
office is manned by staff monitoring 
VHF and keeping a watch on 
incoming vessels using radar. If you 
need a little guidance when you 
approach call the officers on watch on 
VHF Ch74.
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The Balliwick of Guernsey takes in the 
islands of Alderney, Herm and Sark, as 
well as the island of Guernsey itself. By 
definition therefore it is at the centre 
of its very own cruising ground. Good 
ferry connections with the mainland 
and a plethora of wide, easily 
accessible slipways make it a great place 
for cars and trailers to launch boats. 

The island has a holiday feel about it, 
the locals recognise that tourism plays 
an important part in the island’s 
economy and go out of their way to 
make visiting crews welcome. 

But the towns and parishes have 
successfully retained their identities, 
giving you plenty of reason to venture 
outside of St Peter Port. Guernsey has 
fully embraced the concept of growing 
your own local produce. Entrepreneurial 
islanders set up ‘hedge veg’ stalls outside 
their homes on the side of the road, and 
purchasers pay cash into an honesty 
box. It’s a system that works and 
therefore it thrives.

For those boaters who enjoy eating 
but not cooking, a shop called Cook on 
Lower Pollet sells pre-packaged food in 

portions for one or two people. And if 
fresh fish is your thing, Seafresh on the 
quay sells locally caught fish every 
morning (except Sundays).

If Guernsey has a fault it’s that it 
doesn’t have enough visitors’ berths in 
busy periods. It pays to check the 
calendar when choosing a time to visit, 
as space can fill up quickly if yacht clubs 
and rallies make group bookings.

Those motoring from mainland Britain 
directly to Guernsey should aim to get 
to the top of the Little Russel at the 
north end of the island around three 
hours before high water St Peter Port. 
This gives a good run to town and will 
get you through the Russel with the 
tide in your favour and into the visitors’ 
marina, whose gates are generally open 
three hours either side of high water. 
This obviates the need to take a holding 
pontoon. If you miss the marina use the 
time to fuel up at Boatworks Plus as you 
enter the main harbour.

Look out for the red light on  
St Peter Port’s northern entrance, close 
to port control, as this will indicate 
commercial traffic movements 
inside the harbour. Also listen to VHF 
Ch12 to get an idea of what is going on. 
Once inside the breakwater head 
towards the holding pontoons,  
where a harbourmaster’s dory 
will meet you and direct you to a 
mooring space.
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The most southern of the Channel 
Islands, Jersey had 23,000 visitors last 
year in 7000 boats, each staying an 
average of two and a half days. In the 
height of the season the island finds 
room for 130 boats a night.  
State-owned marinas have 80 berths 
and moorings set aside for visitors.

Myra Shacklady, the business 
development director for Jersey 
Marinas, is adamant that the island 
shouldn’t turn boats away even 
though there are times when it is 
difficult to find space. She said, “If a 
boat has made the effort to make 
Jersey their destination, we must find 
them a spot. We want more visitors to 
come to the island so we have to 
work extra hard to build on our 
reputation of being good hosts.”

Tourists love the capital St Helier’s 
fish market on Beresford Street and 
the covered market on Halkett Place, 
and there are many cafés and bars 
whose tables spill out onto the 
pavement to give that continental 
feel to a quintessentially British island. 

Patrick Goodard regularly makes the 
trip from Guernsey to Jersey. He 

advised, “Leave on the south-going tide 
when the sill opens in Guernsey, three 
hours before high water, to reach 
Corbière at the right time. Ideally you 
want to be at this point between 2.5 
and 1.5 hours before high water St 
Helier. Avoid this trip in adverse 
weather with the wind over the tide as 
the overfalls are notoriously rough.“

His passage planner (see opposite) 
sets him further to the west than most 
would go. He does this for two  
reasons – firstly to motor off the main 
fast ferry route, and secondly to avoid 
a string of pots with attendant buoys 
that run south-south-east from West 
Rock towards Corbière.

In calm summer weather it is quite 
easy to run a little further east avoiding 
the pot markers. Once round Corbière 
you will be able to see tall chimneys on 
the incinerator close to St Helier, which 
serve as a useful marker with the town 
a little to port.

Slow down at Noirmont – it is 
shallow water here and can rough up a 
little, but it doesn’t take long to pass 
through. There are often common 
dolphins here and they are a joy to 
watch. Turn the VHF radio 
between Ch16 and Ch14 to listen for 
commercial traffic as you enter St  
Helier Harbour.
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Self governing and financing, the 
island of Sark is the smallest 
community with its own legislature 
under the Crown of England. 
Anyone who has read up on the area 
will know of the plucky courage of 
Sybil Hathaway (aka the Dame of Sark) 
who told the officer commanding the 
occupying German forces to wipe his 
feet before entering her home. It 
was her stalwart attitude that saw the 
islanders of Sark come through WWII 
well. Now it is her grandson who holds 
the title of Seigneur of Sark and it is he 
who holds the island in perpetuity from 
HM the Queen and oversees its  
well-being.

A long-standing feudal system of 
government contributed greatly to the 
timeless enchantment of Sark. Although 
the islanders embraced a fragile and 
embryonic democracy in 2008, this 
feudal heritage is still noticeable as you 
step ashore. It is this, coupled with the 

island’s low income tax status that has 
attracted the attention of billionaire 
recluses, one of which has recently built 
a castle in a somewhat Disney-like 
fashion on the island of Brecqhou, a 
stone’s throw away from Sark. While Sark 
welcomes visiting boats, Brecqhou has 
CCTV cameras everywhere and security 
guards warn off boats that stray too near 
their shore. 

The island of Sark may only be three 
miles long by one and a half miles wide 
but it boasts an impressive forty two 
miles of coastline. That means there is a 
plethora of coves and bays in which to 

anchor. Sadly, one of the most popular 
anchorages, that of La Grande Grêve, 
has lost its pathway up the cliff from the 
beach following a recent landslide. 
Local volunteers are endeavouring to 
cut another one following a new and 
hopefully safer route up to the top of La 
Coupée. Currently there is no published 
date indicating when this work might 
be finished. 

The good news is that a second 
popular anchorage on this western side 
of the island is still very accessible and is 
a delightful place to drop the hook or 
pick up a visitors’ mooring. Known as 
Havre Gosselin it has its own set of 
landing steps that make getting ashore 
somewhat easier – but it can become 
crowded in the height of the season. 
Do not be put off by the apparent 
narrowness of the channel between 
Sark and Brecqhou. It is wider than it at 
first looks and if you stay in the centre, is 
clear of danger. The tide can whip 
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through here so go through on your first 
attempt at slack water.

On the eastern shore, two tiny 
harbours serve the island. Maseline to 
the north is restricted to local boats and 
is the terminal port for passenger and 
freight-laden inter-island craft, so should 
be avoided. Creux Harbour on the other 
hand, is a delight, even if small and at 
times somewhat cramped. The trick 
here, say locals, is to run out a stern 
anchor and head into the quay. Secure 
your bowline ashore on to the dock and 
take up slack on the stern line. Be 
warned though, Creux dries and only 
boats that can take the ground should 
linger here. It is best to telephone the 
harbourmaster ahead of time. He will 
not reserve a berth for you, but he can 
tell you whether the harbour is full.

Hotelier Paul Armorgie and his 
partners have recently invested millions 
of pounds into renovating Stocks, a 16th 
century granite-built farmhouse hotel 
that has been his family home for 
generations. Just 10 minutes on foot 
from the Dixcart Bay anchorage, or a 
little longer from the Grêve de la Ville or 
Havre Gosselin bays, the hotel is ideally 
suited for boaters who visit Sark. He 
allows crews to use the hotel’s WiFi and 
leave laundry to be washed and ironed. 
Grab a drink at the bar, dip into the 
Jacuzzi pool, lunch in the pool-side 
bistro, or dine in the splendid dining 
room. Then, before winding your way 
back to the boat, you can purchase ice 
for use back on board.

The approaches to Sark are 
straightforward enough. When 
approaching Sark from Guernsey across 
the Big Russel, head to Banquette Bay 
first. The advice from locals is to stay  
offshore until you have selected the bay 
in which you plan to stay and to avoid 
overfalls, aim to be off the north coast at 
high water and off the south coast at 
low water.
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Everyone loves this tiny island just 
three miles to the east of Guernsey. “It 
offers life from a fresh perspective,” says 
Jonathan Watson, Herm’s director of 
hospitality. “There is very little to do here 
but never enough time to do it all in!” 

It may only be just 500 acres of rock 
and sand but the diversity it offers 
visitors is vast given its diminutive size. 
The island has, over the centuries, been 
home to many groups of visitors from 
Neolithic Man to modern-day boaters, 
who all seem to be just as enchanted 
as their predecessors have been.

Granite was worked here in years 
gone by when the industry supported 
around 400 miners who lived on the 
island and quarried stone, but the 
trade was lost in the 1850s.

The beaches are stunning and the 
eastern bays of Shell and Belvoir make 
for sheltered anchorages in westerly 
winds and anchoring off the harbour is 
idyllic when the easterly freshens.

The lack of cars and the sense that 
time has stood still here adds to the 
wonderful ambiance. When the day 

ferries leave the only people left 
behind are the hotel’s overnight guests 
and the boating community to enjoy 
the tranquillity.

Herm is an easy day trip from Guernsey 
but if you can you should really stay 
longer. From St Peter Port, set a course 
north of east and head towards 
Alligande Beacon. Counter the current 
in the Little Russel, which flows north 
from half tide up to half tide down. Pass 
Alligande to starboard then line up 
Herm Pierhead with Vermerette Beacon. 
Pass north of Vermerette and line up the 
large white drum-like leading marks to 
bring you into Herm Harbour.
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